1. Key Integrated Strategies

1. Create a Vibrant Green Lake Residential Urban Village

2 Create a First Class Public Transportation System

3 Enhance the Environmental Health of the Green Lake Com-
- munity

4 Improve Transportation Mobll!ty and Safety in Residential

Areas .
5. Create a "Community Building Blocks” Program :

These strategies define integrated goals, poiicies and recommen-
dations to improve a specific area, as in “Key Integrated Strategy
#1, Create a Vibrant Green Lake Residential Urban Village,” or an
entire system such as traffic and transportation, environmental
health and open space, or community services. There are several
recommendations that are beneficial to more than one key inte-
grated strategy. In this case, the particular recommendation has
been placed in the strategy to which it is most central. In some
cases we have referenced another key integrated strategy to direct
the reader to that section for more information.
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Each key integrated strategy isintrodicedbya
narrative providing background iriformation, explaining

the rationale for the particular strategy and what it aims

to accomplish. Each narrative is followed by a set of goals, o
policies and recommendations, A map (in some cases more - ...
than one) for each Key Integrated Strategy highhghts the e
proposed recommendatzons Additional narrative has -
been provided to explam partlcu goals polxcnes and

recommendations where needed;: Below i§ 4 descnption of _

 the general layout of eacli:Key Integrated. Strategy -

a. Tl_tle' fKey Integratet

b, Baciégifound,i




KEy INTEGRATED STRATEGY #
Createa Vlbrant Green Lake Re51dent1al

Urban Vlllage

BACKGROUND

The deSIgnated Resndentlal Urban Vlllage in Green Lake is one
of the primary areas of focus for maintaining and enhancing the
character and the quality of life of the Green Lake community.
Located on the east side of Green Lake, it is defined by Interstate-5
‘to the east, the lake and Sunnysade Avenue to the west, NE 75th
- Street to the north and NE 65th Street to the south. The planning
community and citizens who have thoughtfu!ly participated in this
process have introduced some subtle but bold proposals to create -
-a thriving and vibrant Residential Urban Vlllage The guiding -

prmuples of this proposa! mclude ? _ © Green La_ke._ubrary
o Guldmg Prmc:ptes | _ throughout Green Lake.

- Maintain the pedestrian-friendly quality and unique character of ~  * Minimize traffic congestion by i rmprovmg trafﬁc flow through the =

- the Residential Urban Village. ~ - .-neighborhood. -~ :

- Preserve and enhance the pedestrian scale and quality of the streets'. - Encourage a range of residential and mixed-use deve!opment
Encourage a lively and thriving neighborhood business core. ~ - Increase the housing stock in the Residential-Urban Viflage to -
- Protect the desirable architectural elements that define the char— ' absorb more growth, and to enable moderate income- famrhes to
acter of the Green Lake neighborhood. | : ' - live in Green Lake '

« Provide safe, attractive public transportation and pedestrian links : : N o _
o S o o The co_mmunity preference, expressed very clearly in the Phase

It planning effort, calls for a Residential Urban Village that fulfills

its potential as an integrated commercial and residential pedes-

trian-oriented district. Key to this preference is the deve[opment

of Woodlawn Avenue NE into the Green Lake community’s “Main

Street,” as planned in the early vision of the Olmsted era. This

“Main Street” would be tharacterized by its pedestrian scale and

character - a vital street with diverse businesses, open and green

spaces, places to sit, street trees, and publlc art or other |dent|fy

IFW Hall ing features such as unique lamps and paving.
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The character, scale and height of the existing buildings are
critical components to preserving the pedestrian-friendly and
“village” atmosphere of the Residential Urban Village. "In order to
encourage this preservation, a study was conducted to identify
many of Green Lake's “Treasured Places.” Many buildings within
the Residential Urban Village, such as the VFW and Masonic Halls,

have been identified as treasured places. These identified build-
ings should not be lost and should serve as models for new con-
struction or remodels. These treasured places are further discussed
in Section 1l and Appendix B of this document.

The Green Lake community recommends the development of a
public plaza and additional open space within the Residential
Urban Village, as well as a storefront neighborhood/senior center.
These could meet the community’s identified need for a “place it
can call its own.,” as distinguished from the park‘and lake, which
are resources targeted to and serving the entire region. An ideal
future location for a public gathering place could be some of the :
property now owned by Vitamilk Dairy in the heart of the Re5|— View of Zi Pani along E. Greenfake Dr. N
dential Urban Village. e

Intersection of Ravenna Blvd, & E:! Greenfake Dr, N
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Another component of preserving the pedestrian- -friendly

“village” atmosphere within the Residential Urban Village is the

adoption of Neighborhood Design Guidelines and a rezone
package. The vision that was prevalent through most of the. Phase
|| planning process was to shape the Residential Urban Village
‘through changes in zoning; buildings would terrace from the
historic 30-foot height along Green Lake Way up to 60-foot _
heights. along Interstate-5 to follow the natural bow! contour of
the land. - Initially, a density bonus system was proposed that
would allow 85-foot heights along Interstate-5 if a certain number
of units in those structures were desrgnated for moderate income

from a height [imit of 65 feet to 30 or 40 feet as initially recom-

mended, the current Plan proposes that Neighborhood Design -

Guidelines be developed. These Neighborhood Design Guidelines
would incorporate desirable design features, such as terracing;

balconies, and setbacks. in an attempt to define those desirable

design characteristics that are specific to the Green Lake neighbor- '

hood. By foilowmg these Neighborhood Design Guidelines, new -

“construction built on these properties and throughout the neigh-
borhood will harmonize with existing historical buildings and

families earning 50 to 80 percent of the Crty median income. The

initial intentions behind this rezone plan are outlined under Goal
1. The intentions of this rezone plan were as follqws SR

1. To harmonize new construction with existing historical
buildings in the Residential Urban Village -
To maintain the existing pedestnan friendly scale,
streetscapes, commercial character, and quallty of the
Residential Urban Village - '
. To enhance a cohesive pedestrian frlendly ‘Main Street”
along a portion of Woadlawn Avenue NE
. To maintain the pedestrian-scale building facade and
quality in the commercial area
~ To provide capacity and incentive for increased housrng _
stock in‘the nelghborhood that Includes some moderate
income housing.
To buffer residents west of 5th Avenue NE from the noise
- impacts of Interstate-5 by aIIowrng taller burldlngs that
would bIock sound |

- 2.

This rezone plan has been modified based on input that
was received from the.community during public meetings. Prop-
erty owners and the business community were actively involved in
helping to develop the modified rezone plan.. Instead of propos-
ing to downzone the neighborhood commercial (NC) properties

deliver the desrgn quallty the Community desrres :

Property owners located in the nerghborhood commercial
(NC) zone have expressed that downzoning their properties from
65-foot heights to 30- or 40-foot heights would make it economi- -
cally infeasible for them to provide required parking. Discussions

“have taken place ¢ concerning an off-site parking structure located

within the Residential Urban Village that would serveas a substi- |
tute for parking requrred within individual buildings in this neigh--

- borhood commercial zone (NC). The Caommunity supports this B
- concept as long as the parking structure is located away from =

~ pedestrian corridors, contains most of the desirable design ele-

ments identified in the City Design Guidelines, and ultimately
leads to the 30- or 40-foot building heights initially prOposed for -
the nerghborhood commercial (NC) zone.

' Under the current rezone plan. parcels ]ocated along Interstate--

'5 are still proposed to have buildings with 60-foot heights. .The

- Community expects that these taller-structures would allow the

~ Residential Urban Village to absorb growth beyond what is now

foreseen. while still seeking to preserve the desirable elements of
the existing character of the neighborhood. All new construction
and remodels on these properties may be subject to design review.
However, implementing a density bonus system has been elimi-

" nated fram the proposed recommendations at this time. While
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the Green Lake Commiunity wishes to maintain its stock of moder-
ate income housing. the Community determined that its goals as -



outlined in this Plan can be approached in other ways than

“through the density bonus concept.. Some in the community
“expressed concern with the proposed 85-foot height density
bonus, and with the level of government intervention necessary
for implementing such a system. Based on feedback from the City,
the Community also understands that this system would require a
great deal of time to develop. If circumstances change in the
future in such a way as to make the density bonus more feasible
and more desirable to the Community, this concept may be recon-
sidered at that time.

* The community strongly believes an impediment to achieving
the long-term goals for the Residential Urban Village is the pres-
ence of the Vitamilk Dairy industrial plant located in the heart of
the Residential Urban Village. Over many years, the Vitamilk
Dairy plant has grown enormously from delivering locally in little
white milk trucks to distributing regionally using 22-wheel semis.
It is apparent to residents and business owners in the vicinity that
the Vitamilk industry has long ago outgrown its present location
and that this industry has clearly become incongruous in the
neighborhood that surrounds it.

Residents living near the dairy have reported that close juxta-
position of these semis and industrial uses with residential uses
adversely impacts public health and safety in thearea. (Reports
have shown that the dairy’s industrial operations generate exces-
sive noise; dust, and diesel fumes, and that the number of large
semis in such close quarters create a pedestrian hazard in this
netghborhood ) The community plans to attempt to work closely
with Vitamilk on ways for that industrial facility to conform to
existing City requirements. The Green Lake Community’s collabo-
ration with Vitamilk might address, among other things, such
matters as better approaches to dust and noise control, and more
effective ways to reduce diesel fumes from the idling semis or
from the many "passes” the semis make through the neighbor:
hood as drivers search for a parking spot.
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The community is sensitive to the difficulty of relocation, and
understands that Vitamilk has been in the neighborhood for a long
time. The community also believes that redevelopment of this |
property east of Woodlawn Avenue NE shoutd be considered for
the good of the community as a primarily residential area that
could provide-a population base sufficient to catalyze the realiza-
tion of a "Main Street” along Woodlawn Avenue NE as described
above. ‘ :

The City of Seattle should require a Master Use Permitting process
to shape the future use of the C1-40 Vitamilk Dairy property. If
Vitamilk considers relocation, the Green Lake Community believes
that the City should facilitate such relocation, to the extent permis-
sible, Careful planning for future uses of that property, in the
event that Vitamilk relocates, is critical to the character of the
Residential Urban Vli]agg. Within this Plan, the Green Lake com-
munity has made recommendations for future zoning and use of
that property, should Vitamilk choose to relocate.

NE 72nd St., fookmg east, within the Residential Urban Vn‘Iage




GoaLs, POLICIES AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The goals, pelicies and recommendations that have been devel-
ooped to create a vibrant Green Lake Residential Urban Village are
an‘integrated mix of planning strategies involving: Traffic and
Transportation; Land Use, Community Character and the Business
Community; Parks and Open Space; Human Services; and Publlc
Safety and Commumty Bur!dmg :

These goals, pohcres and recommendations for this key integrated f
strategy are summarized below and are located on the accompa- -

nying map titled “Create a Vibrant Green Lake Residential Urban
Vlllage Key. lntegrated Strategy #1. ; -

'GOAL1 -A wbrant Re5|dent|al Urban Village with -
“pedestrian- fnendly streetscapes that preserve and
enhance the umque scale and character of the v1l|age

1.1 Strengthen and enhance the exrstmg character and scale '

'of the downtown area,

. Develop and adopt a rezone plan th'ait harmonizes with the
existing historical bur!dlngs streetscapes and pedestrlan— '
frlendly character '

Spec:fic zonlng reiated recommendatlons (see Proposed
Zomng Flgural Study Map) mclude '

i Lower the Clty 5 SEPA design review thresho!d to require
desrgn review of new construction in MR, NC, and C zones,

as well as for L-3 and L-4 zones with more than 8 residential "

units, or more than 4, 000 square feet of non- re5|dent|a[
floor area. :
* The Commercial (C1) zone will become a Transformation
“Overlay Area.” This means that, as a long-range strategy,
“potential or contingent zoning designations could be
~ adopted in the event that the Vitamilk plant is relocated in

" the future, to replace the current commercial (1 -40) zoning -
with nelghborhood commercial (NC2-40) and mu!tlfamlly

~ zoning (L4). -

* Include wrthln the City of Seattle S iong-term re!ocatlon
planning process consideration of how to shape the existing -
C1-40 Vitamilk Dairy property in the event that Vitamilk .

- chooses to relocate. Future site planning for that property
will use the Master Use Permit process. .

« The Lowrise 3 (L3) zone east of S5th Avenue NE along Inter~
state-5 between NE 74th Street and NE 70th Street will be

- upzoned to.midrise (MR-60) with a height limit of 60 feet.

* The Single Famlly (SF-5000) zone in the Residential Urban
Vitlage will be rezoned to Residential Small Lot Tandem
housing (RSL/T) zoning. This pilot project zoning would
specifically disallow “skinnys” to be built, and would reqmre'

- design review of new construction. . ("Skinnys™ are defined as
~ new construction in residential units that are taI]er excludlng :
“roofs. than they are wide). ' _

s Create a Green Lake ne:ghborhood overlay to the Crty s _

_zoning code: that would require office buildings to have the
“same setback requrrements as mixed-use resudentlal bwld
ings.

~» Develop Neighborhood DeSIgn Gu:delrnes that bmld on

community design principles, to reflect Green Lake's tradi- -
tional community character, human scale. and to mcorporate
de5|red desrgn elements : - :

The Nelghborhood De5|gn Guldeilnes would attempt to do the -
following: .

. E'stablish community consensus that indicates to the City’s
Design Review Board those guidelines which are most impor-



tant to the Community.

* Create a well .defi_ned_set of desirable design
characteristics that are specific to the Green
_Lake neighborhood.

» Identify and develop Neighborhood Design
Guideline overlays. This means that the -
Community will study the City Design Guide-
lines to identify areas in which issues that are

-important to the Community are emphasized
during the design review process. :

* Require design review of new construction and
remodels in MR, NC, and C zones, as well as for
L-3 and L-4 zones with more than 8 residential
units, or more than 4,000 square feet of non-
residential floor area. -

Green Lake 2020 Conceptual Residential Urban Village map
This is a map of Green Lake 2020°s Residential Urban Village showing,
some of the proposed recommendations to improve the vibrancy of the
downtown core, such as deve.'opurg Woodlawn as a “Main Street,”
providing a strong pedestrian link from the lake into the Resudenn.z! Urban
Village. providing gateway links to the Roosevelt ne:ghborhocd and i
maintaining the scale and character of the existing buildings :hrou-g_h d
new rezone strategy and design guidefines. a
Map produced by A Northwest Collaborative, 1998.

* Promote the protection of the architectural
character of the village area in order to retain
desirable historic elements, and serve as a
model for new development.
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* Support placing utilities underground and designating Wood-
lawn. Avenue NE and Ist Avenue NE as pnonty areas.

1.2 Create a pedestrian-friendly network of streets that im-
- prove pedestrian safety, comfort and access. =

* Install pedestrian improvements, such: as curb bulbs and
- street trees along designated pedestrian corridors that pro-
vide links from the Residential Urban Vr"age to points
throughout the Green Lake planmng area and surroun.dmg

' _netghborhoods : . :

"+ Create a key pedeStrian corridor fron*f the Green Lake Public

Library to the Hearthstone characterized by street trees, wide

-~ sidewalks. curb cuts, pedestrian |mpr0vements publicart
and street furmture ; :

e Create attractave hnks to the future 6§ih Street Sound Transit

o (rather than vehlcle use) by a high percentage of residents
_ 'and visitors.

-+ Fund a design'study'to identify streetscape improvements to

“existing crossings under and over Interstate-5. Install ameni--

ties that best enhance these links and provide Ilghtlng Iand
scaping, pubflc art and street furmture

+ Widen the sidewalk aluong the south side of NE Ravenna -
- Boulevard under Interstate-5 and along both sides of Weedin
Place and improve health and safety standards,

- Provide wheelchair ramps and other improvemients that .
ensure mobility for disabled persons at key locations
throughout the Residential Urban Village throughout the
planning area. s

20

~* Work with the businesses that have distribution trucking

-activity to canstruct sound barriers, plant trees, install street
furniture, provide dust and smell control, and scheduling of.
operations for sound control, .

1.3 Create a vital and ldentlﬂable “Main Street” along Wood-
- lawn Avenue NE that supports existing businesses and mixed-
‘use development, and prowdes addltlonal services and public
amemtles - : -

“+ Maintain the pedestrlan -scale through bwldlng helghts

massing, setbacks, open space, archltectural details, and
Iandscaplng

: . DeSIgn and ﬂjjnd the creation of an identifiable pedestrian-

friendly “Main Street” along Woodlawn Avenue NE from 1st
Avenue NE '(fg:m,the north sideof the village) to -Sunnyside _
‘Avenue N (on the south). by designating it as a "Key Pedes- -
trian” street.; It would be characterized by wade SJdewaJks '

light rail RTA station to encourage pedestrian and bicycle use ~ ~ street trees, art and street fumltUFe



1.4 Deﬁe!op an active .pubh'c plaza in the heart of the Residen- 1.6 Encourage a lively and thriving business core,
tial Urban Village that would provide public open space and a : '

link between the lake and the commercial district. * Encourage businesses to offer a uhique appearance (facade
and interiors) that add to the nelghborhood character and
* Fund the design and installation of a public plaza in the ~serve asa pedestrian amenity.

heart of the Residential Urban Village of 1/4 acre minimum

1.7 Ensure that there are safe and attractive links to Green

1.5 Provide additional public open space in the Residential Lake, Sound Transit, community resources, and the outlying
Urban Village. _ - | neighborhood commercial areas. :
* Work with the City to create a pocket park-at 5th Avenue NE . Employ pertinent recommendat!ons from Key !ntegrated
-and Interstate-5 right-of-way off of NE Maple Leaf Place. Strategy #2.

Explore the use of this space as a northern gateway into both
the Residential Urban Village and the Green Lake nefghbor—
hood.

* Encourage developers to include open and green space in
the design of new buildings within the Residential Urban
Village and the Green Lake neighborhood.

Proposed pocket park on 5th Ave. ~E Shbbs along East Green Léke Drive N
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.GOA!. 2- Reduced automoblle speed allewated conges-
tion, and |mproved trafflc safety.

2.1 Support transportatron and transnt related rmprovements,
(see KIS #2). : '

* At the intersection of NE Ravenna Boulevard, E Green Lake
Drive N and E Green Lake Way N conduct a study to evalu-
ate design changes including the use of a traffic roundabout,
pedestrian refuge islands, chanelization and curb bulbs.
Install capital improvements that would most effectively
_improve traffic flow, and pedestrian and bicycle safety. Do

_- notinstall a roundabout if it is found to degrade pedestnan :

' -'safety '

2.2 Give pnonty to pro;ects that encourage the use of public
" transportation and discourage the use of single occupancy
“vehicular use (see Key Integrated Strategy #2 and #4 for
spec:flc recommendatlons)

: WbodIaWn_Ave. NE today' )

East Greenlake Dr. N at NE 72nd St.

2.3 Ensure that the commumty, the C:ty of Seattle Metro, RTA -
and the eventual Monorail PDA work together to design an .
mtegrated transportatlon system with positive impacts on

~ existing uses and long-term redevelopment opportunities (see
Key lntegrated Strategy #2 and #4 for spectﬁc recommenda-
tions).




GoAL 3 - Adéquate pafking available for residents and GOAL 5 - Enhanced human service . in the Residential

businesses, that does not detract from the Residential Urban Village.
Urban Vlllage character and does not encourage a sig- o _ :
nificant increase in traffic. 5.1 Provide an office for the Green Lake Community Council,
city-wide liaison activities, Green Lake 2020 post-planning
3.1 Encourage the development of a parking management stewardship operations_, and space for commum’ty meetl'ngs.
plan that assesses opportunities for better use of existing
parking and looks at new and innovative opportunities for » See Key Integrated Strategy #5 for specific recommenda-
prow’ding additional parking. _ tions. _
* Develop a parking management plan with mput from both 5.2 Provide a location for a neighborhood art exhibition and
residents and business owners. __ performing arts center. :
* Narrow the restricted parking times at under-utilized truck * See Key lntegrated Strategy #5 for specific
loading zones to-allow general parking in the aftemoons and tions.
evenings. .o

GOAL 4 — Moderate income housing in the Residential
Urban Village.

Painted wall, Fremont Ave. N at N §6th St.

4.1 Work with public and private_entiﬁes to pifow'de moderate
income housing.

-Supp.ort a pilot program to allow detached accessory dweilling
units that follow a set of design guideline‘é.

*Adopt Residential Small Lot zoning in the Smgle family (SF) CU"OD
zone of the Residential Urban Village. This pilot-project E
zoning would specifically disallow “skinnys” to be built, and
would require design review of new construction.
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| O Green Lake 2020 Neighborhood Plan |
Create a Vibrant Green Lake ReSIdentlal Urban Vlllage

Key lnlegfraicd SIralegy #l Map A

Coanmbey i sih,

Recommendations
improve 5th Ave. Bridge, add lighting, art work

Cn?ate a pocket park by vacatmg unused street end and
us:ng the |-5 right-of-way. -

Improve pedestnan crossing at select mtersechons by
installing pedestrian-activated flashing crosswalks.".

Open the Library and Community Center on Sunday. '
‘Create more teen activities at the Community Center and Library.
‘Create a viable” Main Street” on Woodlawn Ave. characterized
by wide sidewalks, street trees, art e]ements street furmture and
_ \ . . underground utility wires. :
C Greem - S Y om0 Vo 8- 9. @8 . ——— Makeimprovements to71st. Street bridge to Rmsevelt

Lake ' o = Y 0-9€ P} S " Add lighting, art, landscapmg and dramage
Roosevelt Pedu,tnan
Corndnr

—— Developa plaza in tht residential urban w]lage establish a
storefront Senior Center, and a "kiosk network.”

6th Aye NE

_ . ) . J:'I.’rovide wheelehair ramps at key locat_io:ns
Green Lake Way N2 _ :

s st o e

‘Add pedestrian refﬁ‘g’e islands.

Crcatc a Key Pedestrian Street between the Library and the Hearthstone
with hangmg ﬂnwc r baskets/boxes :

Create attractive ped /bike ]mkagts to propused RTA

WldLn sidewalk along wuth snde of Ravenna Blvd. and
add art el u.ments under -5,

Add atransit bypa:.:, lane on Ravenna Boulevard in front of
“the Park-and-Ride and encourage the use of the Roosevclt Park
and Ride on nights and weckends.

5 . ’ :
. .

Stroet Traas © - -

* Ky PedesrianStreel

. wlth hanging flow w boees/ plantan .
Proposad Stuttle .
Vibodlme Ave s avlable"Mri Sreet”
- Naw Pocket Park. - .
- ; N. &5th
Lanciscaped Macians Street

Fashing Lighted Pedestrian Crossings

to Future
-RTA Station

LR[00 F

"
Curb Cute for ADA Accessidility
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Greenlake 2020 ’"

NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN

Proposed Zoning
FFigural Study

chcnd

5

' Lowrise 1 (L-1)

Lowrise 2 (L-2)

Lowrise 2 Res./Commercial

[\S {L-2 RC)

{fzi
[.

ottt

l Lowrise 3. (L-3)
Lowrise 4 (L-4)

Neighborhood Commercial 2
(NC2-40) _
eighbarhood Commercial 3
4 (NC3-40)

d Midrise 60 {MR-60)

v

(NC2-65)
A Neighborhood Commercnal 1
(NC1-30)

~. Existing C1-40 Vita Milk Dairy

Master Use Permit process.

] Neighborhood Commercial 2- 65

operation to be invalved in City of
Seattle mediated long term refocation
pfanning. Future site planning to use
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Key INTEGRATED STRA'II'EGY #z '
Create a First- C]ass Public Transportatlon

| System

.BACKGROUND , :

" Public transit plays an lmportant role i |n the community’s

- overall transportation system. Many commuters use transit to get
to school or-work. Furthermore, a significant proportion of Seattle
residents own no car at all, and transit is their primary means of

getting around. As Green Lake and the rest of the city grow, travel

will also increase. ‘Unless a larger numbers of these trips.are taken -

using transit, traffic will grow to. intolerablé levels, thereby exacer-
bating the accompanying problems of congestlon parking avail-
-ability, cut-through traffic, safety threats to cycl:sts and |pedestr|-
ans, and environmental pollutlon ‘

: Current publ[c transit services prowded by METRO within the
. nelghborhood are considered inadequate By the community.
Service is often infrequent, slow and unreliable. There are no
direct connections to many destinations. Of particular concern is

o Cuidin'g Prind’ptes

. Green Lake shou!d be a mobr!e community where people who
work and live in the neighborhood have access toa convenrent
- reliable, and comprehensive transit system.
« Green Lake is a regional destination where visitors from all over
- the city can easily get to the Park and other attractions by using
public transit; thereby reducing congestion and parkmg pressures -
on the communrty . '

. _The current versions of the City of seattle’s Comprehensrve Plan

and Transportation Strateglc Plan contain policies and strategies

" that support, in general terms, strategies identified by the Green

Lake 2020- Neighborhood Plan. ‘Based on input from Green Lake
residents, volunteer committees and local agencies, several trans-

- portation strategies were developed to support the -
neighborhood's vision. The strategies are intended to enhance the

efficient movement of vehicles, improve pedestrian- and bicycle

- safety, improve environmental quality and promote economic

the lack of east-west, crosstown routes as the lake itself precludes a

crosstown route along N 65th Street para[lelmg existing routes
-_along N 45th Street and N 85th Street ' o

L Current p‘[anning for a regional transit system, particularly for a
poss;bie light rail station in the adjacent Roosevelt neighborhood,
must provide for connections to the Green Lake Residential Urban

vrtahty of busmesses in the Green Lake community.

“From these prlnapa[s goals poliéies and recommendations have

been developed to create a first-class public transportation system
within in the Green Lake planning area. They have been the basis
for specific recommendations on how to improve the existing

_comprehengsive system. These are described below. The speufre

Village and other neighborhoods within the greater neighborhood.

" The prospect of a Seattle Transit Initiative provides another avenue
for addressing Green Lake's transit needs.

The principles that have guided these goals, objectives, poli e .
and finally recommendations include the following: -

recommendations are listed below the corresponding goals and

-policies and identified on the accompanying map. Some recom-
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mendations that do not lend themselves to being mapped are
listed s:mpiy as a recommendation.



GOALS, POLICIES AND RECOMMENDATIONS

GoAL 1 - A convenient, predictable, and reliable transit ser-
vice that provides access to neighborhood activity areas,-
adjacent neighborhoods, local transit hubs and. regional
transit stations. -

One of the first objectives is to improve service on existing -
transit routes and to improve internal and regional circulation.
The accompanying plan identifies several bus routes that shoufd
have service frequency increased to 10-minute intervals. It also
calls for restoring service between the west side of the Lake and
~ Wallingford by reinstating bus #6 (or a similar route or shuttle) .
‘It further prioritizes infrastructure changes such as providing signal
priority treatments for transit at identified interséctions.

Another objective is to create addmonai transit opportun1t1es
One recommendation that has received support is a'shuttle ser-
vice. It would provide service around the Lake and to the neigh-
borhood commercial centers. It would also link with other transit
- and shuttle routes (one has been proposed on Phinney Ridge) and
tie in with the proposed RTA light rail system in Roosevelt-and the
proposed Intra- Seattle transit system a!ong SR 99

Prowdmg the opportunity for people to easﬂy take pub[;c
transit to Green Lake will help all people reach this destination
while encouraging others not to drive their cars. “An efficient and
well linked system supports this objective,
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1.1 Improve transit speed and reliability and provide sigﬁal
priority treatments for transit at identified intersections.

* Work with Metro to improve service on existing transit routes
~ and increase bus service frequency to 10-minute intervals .

1.2 Create additional, and improve existing, transit links with
other transit and shuttle routes and transit stations.

* Work with Metro to restore service between the west side of
Green Lake and Wallingford. :

« Work with Metro to provide direct transit service to Ballard,
- Wallingford, UntverSIty Vlllage and other major north Seattle
destinations.

* Work with Metro to provide a shuttle service, particularly a
shuttle around Gregn Lake.

» Work with Metro to provide frequent connections between
Green Lake and the proposed RTA light rail stop in Roosevelt
and the proposed Intra-Seattle transit system along SR-99. -

* Increase transit frequency between the Roosevelt stop and
East Green Lake.



GOAL 2 - Ne1ghborhoods with mammal lmpacts of translt

- operations.

~ Minimizing the [mpact of cars and tran5|t has been of major

concern to Green Lake residents. Rerouting transit route #48 from

Wallingford Avenue to Green Lake Drive N is one possibility. In

~ . addition, the community strongly recommends minimizing noise
“and particulate poIIutlon by using quieter vans instead of buses on

low-ridership evenlng runs through residential areas. -

-~

2.1 I Minimize the impact of transit on the neighborhoods

. Encourage use of smaller buses and vans on low ridership
routes.

. Con5|der reroutmg Metro route #48 from Waillngford Av-
enue N to Green Lake Drive'N.
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Froposed shuttle
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Provide 10-minute headways on routes #16, #48,
and #359

= Provide signal priority treatments for transit at
congested intersections incduding the signalized
interséctions along Wallingford Avenue North
and Aurora Avenue, and the intersection of
Ravenna Boulevard and N 65th Street.
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» Provide direct transit service to Ballard and
other inajor north Seattle destinations.

Offer shuttle service around the lake which will
eventually connect with the proposed light rail station
in Roosevelt. Consider extending shuttle to Phinney
Ridge.and Meridian neighborhood commercial district.

Green Lake

Provide a short queue jump lane in front of the bus
#vstop at the park and ride lot.

RTA Station and 'North-Soﬁth Route

-

Consi}ier ronﬁng transit fdute £48 from )
Wallingford Avenue to North Green Lake Drive.

Devefop ai Intra-Seattle rapid transit system.
Support the use of SR 99 as a central spine to
such a systern,

Restore direct transit service between west
side of the lake and Wallingford. ’
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KEY INTEGRATED STRATEGY #3 - | | B FEEEHEEREEEE  age ofthe 1903

‘Enhance the Environmental Health of the e WL ST Otmsted Plan
ESEIZCHY B e showing linkages
Green Lake Commumty | o il AR e eningond
. . C B | 1)1 ' 5% = i ” . proposed parks.
S==E NIl : :
| ) Aeegi
BACKGROUND o -l PSS | N
Ironically, although the area is blessed — even defrned — by ey : R At
Green Lake Park. the community outside ofthe Park is severely "~ NS ESRA bR 11 S I
- underserved by nerghborhood green spaces within easy walking Nl B T _ 8
- distance of their homes. Nature should infiltrate the neighbor- 1% AN SEEERAHRC duHmepdlln — ;
hood like ripples from the Lake itself, with a network of secondary il A .- ﬁiw fiits J,@ il BRI
~ open spaces and pedestrian-friendly “green” connections between [H 115 sl 1= = SRy §)) == N
them. Currently the lack of such a network constitutes a serious B _ _
_defiCIency _ S REEE L The two main’parks in the planning area, Green Lake and
: SR e  Woodland Parks, enjoy a region-wide reputation for their unique
The planning area’s Green Lake Park, Woodland Park and assets: the lake, the park and the zoo. Local residents both benefit
-Ravenna Boulevard represent key elements in Seattle’s historic -and suffer from this proximity. The negatrve impacts of these
- open space system. All were part of A'Comprehensive System of - year-round recreational destinations need to be addressed: traffic
Parks and Parkways , plan authored in 1903 by the famous. congestion, scarce parking, noise and air pollution, open space

~ Olmsted Brothers’ landscape architectural firm of Brookline, Mas- - ‘with compromised tranquility. Although Green Lake residents
sachusetts. The city-wide network of linked parks and boulevards - cannot keep these special places to themselves, outside visitors
resultmg from the Olmsted pIan enjoys national recognition for its  must be accommodated in ways which respect rather-than de-
. VISIOI‘! and contlnuous open space accessuble to dH citizens. . grade the neighborhood's integrity. :

_ The Green Lake ne|ghborhood possesses a yet to-be-fulfilled _ C T Gheen Lake
opportunity to build on this special legacy at a finer scale. The W
. pattern and precedent embodied in Seattle’s Olmsted park and
boulevard system can extend more fully and intimately through -
the planning area, greatly enhancing the neighborhood’s environ-
mental quality. [n addition, traffic volumes and physical barriers,
- which isolate parts of the planning area from its major neighbor-
hood parks, need mitigation and correction, to restore the full
original value of these open spaces to the community. As popula-
tion density and pressures on recreation resources increase, these :
initiatives gain further rmportance
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 Green Lake 2020

-Existing Open Space
and Service Areas
Analysis Map

Legend

| Ej Urban village Boundary

E-: Flanning Area Boundary . .
3 Parks

L] C2] Biocks

| EZ2 service Avea Boundaries; heiched

areas are farther than 1/4 mile from
parks.

& . Schools

W Community Center

Populstion of GL2020 Planning Ares 15,750
Populstion ouisida 174 ml. service srea 8,231

4 Source: US Census, 1990

Scale 1" = 23 miles.

A Northwest Collaborative, 1998

* Source of Cate ks Chy of Seette Datrdewer CO, 1997



Because Green Lake is the:most-used park in the city, and
‘indeed in the state of Washington, local residents particularly need
alternate destinations within the neighborhood targeted for their -

local use. Within the plannlng area, playgrounds, viewpoints,

pocket parks, greenways and community gardens currently appear

Residents can and should serve as active partners in the cre-

- ation and care of new neighborhood open spaces such as pea -

~deficient in both number and distribution; as indicated by a'recent.

analysis of existing open space (see accompanying map, p. 31,
Green Lake 2020, Existing Open Space and Service Areas Analysis

- Map, 1998). Strategic acquisition and deve!opment should follow

'-r-a detar[ed assessment of- community open space pnontles

Priva-te vegetab!e gardens élong_the 'st;ree_t righti'of-way in [hée Green take neighborhood

patches, “green streets”, and playgrounds. Cultivating such grass-
roots involvement can awaken appreciation for the outdoor envi-
ronment, while deepenlng neighborhood bonds.: On a practical
level, local advocacy will prove key.to enhancing the quantity,
quallty and varlety of: open space in the pIannmg area.

Green I.ake and Green Lake Park ' :
A final aspect of this strategy is to increase the vz5|b|hty of Green
Lake and the natural environment as defining elements of community -

 character. This plannlng area distinguishes itself among Seattle neigh-

borhoods by encompassing a visible and nearly complete watershed,
the Green Lake basin, part of the Densmore watershed. The Lake S
surface water connections should be reinforced where vestiges -
remain, and reinstated in symbolic ways where physical linkage is
impossible. Relntroducmg visible water flow through the neigh- -
borhood can provide opportunities for both envnronmentai aware—

- ness and aesthetic: enhancement

Hlstorzcally the Lake has been both a’source of pride and

“concern. From Seattle’s earliest days it was seen as a place to go
for the day. Not long after the area was settled, however. people
' began to complain about seasonal odors. One of the city’s major -

A5 _newspapers in-the early part of the century opined that draining

and filling the Lake could be considered if the odor could rot be -

‘mitigated. Over subsequent years the leve] of the Lake was low-

ered to facilitate development. Natural water flows into and out
of the Lake were diverted and contained.

Today lhere are conlinuing concerns over the water quality of
the lake. Measures are taken to control odor, prevent Furasian

~milfoil from clogging swimming areas and keep contaminated
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storm runoff from entering the lake. A local group of citizen
volunteers. the Green Lake Park Alliance, exists solely to advocate
for and protect the Lake and Park.



‘The Lake will always and should always be the defining feature
of the neighborhood. but focusing on the Lake by itself is too
narrow. Efforts to protect and preserve the Lake will only be
successful if the general public realizes that the Lake does not exist
in isolation — it is part of a broader watershed. Everything that
occurs in this broader watershed has a potential impact on the .
Lake.. People come to the Park to enjoy the trees and the wildlife,
often without realizing that the Park is part of a broader urban -
forest and could. with citizen involvement and planning, be the
nucleus for an outward- radlatmg system of trees. and habitat. -

Re!ated initiatives to improve other aSpects of the netghbor— _
hood natural environment should be: undertaken_ as well. focusing
attention on the urban forest, wildlife habitat and corridors, -
groundwater and air quality. Some projects may address multiple

aspects simultaneously. For example, a "daylighted” stream might -

provide groundwater recharge, increase habitat through stream-
side plantings. establish a movement corridor for smalf animals,
and foster growth of an air-cleansing tree canopy overhead. By
such example and its accompanying stewardship, residents of all
generations gain appreciation for the natural matrix of natural
resources and habitat types within which they ressde — in their
neighborhood, their city, their region.

The Nelghborhood Plan identifies three broad strategles for the
Lake and the Park:

»Foster recognition of the broader Densmore Drainage Basin
by collaborating with the Green Lake Park Alliance and other
local planning groups. - Various daylighting plans are being
pursued and explored in other neighborhoods. Study and
ultimately work toward plans for restoring a natural system
of water ﬂow into-and out of Green Lake. - -

» Combine very strong public support for street trees with the
urban forest concept and expand the urban forest from the

Lake outward throttgh the neighborhood to create more
green space and enhance wildlife habitat.

» Advocate for an environmental educatlon program to be
housed at the Park with programs focusing on the ecology o
the Lake and its relation to the urban environment - past,
present and future.

The pnncuples guiding the followmg goais policies and recom-
mendatlons mclude

Gurdmg Prmctples

» Recognize Green Lake and the naturaf enwronment as deﬁnmg
elements of commuinity character.

« Foster recognition of the Park and the neighborhood as part of
the urban forest. ' _

» Foster recognition of Green Lake as part of the broader
Densmore Dramage Basm and u!ttmately the Puget 50und
Watershed ' :

Several goals have been—; identified to guide improvements.to
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community parks , open space, recreation and environmental
health. These are listed below, accompanied by related policies
and specific recommendatlons to direct implementation. Indi-
vidual implementation activities are grouped under the appropri-
ate goals and policies. Recommendations for this strategy are also
shown on the accompanylng “Enhance the Environmental Health of
the Green Lake Communily, Key Integrated Strategy #3” map.



Goas, POLICIES AND RECOMME'NDATIONS.

GOAL 1- Addmonal green Open space throughout the .
planning area that is equally accessible to all residents
and fulfills the goals of the Seattle Comprehensive Plan |

1.1 Work with the City and other par’tnerships to preserve,
~enhance, and increase the number of pea patches, pocket
parks and accessible open space throughout the plannmg

- area. ' , .

. Acquire the properties at 67th & Linden and the vacant
parcel west of the intersection of 72rid & Fremont and
develop as a pocket park or pea patch :

. Develop NE 60th Street mlnl park for hab:tat planting or pr'oﬁeny'at_mm 5t andundnav,':\; T
pea patches _ : o o

« Collaborate with admlnlstrators of publlc and pnvate schools. - Olmsted's Ravenna Boutevard
to enhance their open space and integrate them into'the o SR
communlty :

’ -Acquwe Ist Ave NE and NE 56th Street for use as-a mini
~park.

1.2 Safeguard historic park and open spéce assets, respecting _
‘and extending the Olmsted planning legacy wherever oppor-
tunities arise. . :

1.3 Assign hlghest prlonty to making unused pubhc land
avartable for permanent open space use.

1.4 Fully support .yoluntary community efforts to create,
‘improve and maintain open spaces for local use.

=4



1.5 Enhance both the extent and quality of the urban forest,
building green connections with existing park lands. |

1.6 Incorporate landscape enhancements in all transportation
improvement projects and add plantmgs to ex:stmg move-
ment corridors.

1.7 Provide accessible exterior social space as part of all public
construction projects.

1.8 Promote private provision of open space for public use,
through donation and project site development.

1.9 Fund and direct the care of public parks and open spaces
to insure that quality is maintained or lmproved not de-
graded through time. : ‘

1.10 Increase number and variety of commun:ty gathering
spaces.

1.11 Improve epen space value of vehicular and non-vehicufar

transportatlon corridors by addmg trees and other vegetation.

1.12 Work wrth the City and others to enhance the health and
- quality of the transportation corridors by addqng trees and
other vegetation to vehicular and pedestrian corridors.

« Plant street trees at Aurora and Winona, North Aurora Ave.
(Winona to 80th 5t.), 56th St. (Kensington to Latona), and
on 80th and 85th Streets between I- 5 and Dayton Ave.

» Promote street tree planting throughout the community and
provide planning assistance, training, and inexpensive trees to
interested neighbors is a part of the program.

GoAL 2 — An abundance of native habitat that supports
wildlife The objectives of this goal are to: identify and protect
public and private property with significant habitat value; develop

- overlapping opportunities to. enhance open space and habitat, such

as school grounds; extend wildlife habitat into surrounding communi-
ties, taking advantage of vegetation from Green Lake, Woodland Park
and other large tree canopies to create linkages and habitat nodes,
and; encourage public involvement, appreciation and stewardship of
native habitats. Survival of native wildlife species requires a significant
commitment to the maintenance of native plant communities.
Northwest native plants can be mixed with horticultural cultivars or
used exclusively to create beautiful, fower maintenance landscapes
that provide crucial native habitat.

2.1 Create and enhance wildlife habitat within parks, rights-
of-way, school properties and other public sites, fostering
interdepartmental and interjurisdictional cooperation to
maximize habitat extent and quality.

* Inventory publlc and private property with ‘significant *
habitat value by sollcmng grants, interns, class projects, etc.,
to conduct a nelghborhood habltat mventory

* Obtain a list of reglstered backyard wildlife sanctuarles from
the Washington Department of Wildlife.

2.2 Provide support and coordmatron for private and pubhc
efforts to establish and enhance wildlife habitat.

2.3 Develop overlappmg opportunities to enhance open space

“and habitat such as on‘school grounds.

« Work with schoo! administrators and parent groups to estab-
lish or expand wildiife habitat on school grounds, using the
‘Green Lake School Olalie Garden as a. model. :
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2.4 Extend w;ldhfe habltat into surroundmg communities by
creating links between Green Lake, Woodiand Park and other
large tree canopy areas. ,

* Take advantage of the vegetation from Green Lake, Woodland
~Park and other areas with large tree canopies, to create linkages
. and habitat nodes." This can be accomplishied by encouraging
- adjacent property owners to work together to develop larger
~ habitat nodes and to develop outreach programs to encour-
aging private and commercial property owners and manag-
ers to add natlve habltat components to thelr property

One of the n'arger trees in Green Lake that prowde habitat for erdhfe

GOAL 3 - Envnronmental education opportumt:es that pro-.
vide opportunities to the public to increase their awareness
of the natural environment and environmental issues, and
- provide the opportunity for stewardship. - environmental
stewardship the recreational activity of choice for the next
decade. As the millennium approaches, environmental steward-
ship is on everybody's mind. A well-informed citizenry will likely
be better prepared to preserve resouirces. By enhancing wildlife .
appreciation and teaching stewardship skills, we intend to make
environmental stewardshlp the recreatlona! actlwty of choice for
the next decade. - L

3.1 Encourage pubhc mvolvement apprecratron and steward-
ship of natlve habitats. - '

. Develop habitat walks map Backyard Sanctuarles and’
conduct hab[tat workshops -

. Develop an outreach program to‘ encourage private and _
commercial property owners and managers to add natlve
habltat components to their property

. Restore the Aqua Theater for communlty events or Use as an |
mterpretlve center.

3.2 Support mcreased environmental education and interpre-
tation opportumtres and. pubhc awareness of enwronmental
issues. el

. Develop. an interpretive naturalist program with classes,
nature walks, and workshops in Green Lake Park. This is
_.broposed to be accomplished through assembling a team _
~ from the Green Lake Park Alliance (GLPA), Seattle Audubon,
“and Seattle Parks staff to introduce programs that promote
: env:ronmentai stewardship as recreation. .

* Establish an envrronmen_tal educatlon center in Green Lake
- Park with natura[ist progra‘ms on habitat and water quality.

. lrnprove the communlty center grounds to mclude thmnlng
the p!ane trees and providing more seatlng

3.3 Estabhsh means to keep citizen's informed about environ-
mental concerns affectmg the community '

3.4_ Identtfy and promote initiatives to increase public appreci- *
ation of the environment through local example and experience.



GoAL 4 - Increased opportunities for recreation through-
out the planning area and for people with disabilities.
Increasing opportunities for recreation will be encouraged by
improving the ability of people to locate the many different recre-
ational resources available in or near our community and to
expand available recreational activities to serve the full diversity of
community residents '

4.1 Support increase of activities, communication of the recre-
ational resources available and access to them.

* Create additional passive recreational areas, gathenng areas,
a shade garden and seating around communlty center.

* Enhance ADA recreational opportunities around the lake_.

* Deveiop an informational database to iden't_ify recreational
opportunities available to the Green Lake community

* Increase the use of the community center and greater aware-
ness of recreational opportunities at other 5|tes i.e. Boys &
Girls Club, schools etc...

GoAL 5 — Restored and protected natural dramage sys-
tems including the streams and wetlands W|th|n the
planning area.

The natural drainage systems are the heart, lungs and kidneys of the

planet’s ecosystems. Cities like Seattle all but destroyed these systems -

in their early developmental stages. Newer municipalities, most
notably in our area, Bellevue, have reaped the rewards of keeping many
of their streams and wetlands in functional condition. We must begin
the process of restoring these essential systems. The longer we wait,”
the more it will cost.

5.1 Coordinate a water quality program with groups such as
the Green Lake Park Alliance: Work as a team with Licton
Springs and Ravenna Creek action groups to establish water-
shed awareness and to consider the poss:brhtres of developing
larger plans for collaboration. ' .

* Develop and implement a watershed education program for
businesses and residents. A developed community network
would monitor water quality. support outreach and educa-
tional activities, and identify and evaluate opportunities for
the restoration of natura! dralnage areas.

* Develop a communlty network to monitor water quallty
support outreach and educatzonal activities.

5.2 Pursue restoration"of the natural drainage system that
served our watershed prior to development as a centerpiece
of environmental educatron, habitat restoration and revegeta-
tion actlwtres ’

* Consider re'storingvaicton Creek along the Parks Department
property-at 82nd and Densmore. :

* Evaluate the fea5|bll ity of dayllghtmg other segments of
Llcton Creek. :

. Deve!op a thney R:dge water restoration/hillside strategy,
coordinated with a hill ¢limb and pedestnan Imkage across
Aurora to Green Lake -

* Develop a woodland stream in Woodland Park captunng
runoff from park and flowing into Green Lake..

. ldentffy and evaluate additional opportunrtles to restore the
natural drainage system in the neighborhood.
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Enhance the Environmental Health of the Green Lake Community

" freshwater to'Green Lake. -~

Plant sh'eet'ﬁ'zé:es at key locations

near 72nd & bremont

- Develop Plﬁnﬁey Ridge water restoration / hill side strategy”

Commun;;y_ Center Imgrovements
* Create passive recreational areas, gathering areas. a shade 3anlen and sealing around community r:enler
+ Enhance ADA recreational opportunilies around the lake.

-'a Increase the use and availability of the community center and highlight fecreational nppcmumhea
* Es!ablash an tnwmnmenhi edutatmn center in (,neen Lake Park w:lh naturalisl and water quahty programs,

Newy pockgt park propoe.ai with Dcpt of Tranbportahon propcrty at 5th Ave N E

‘and NE Mapleleaf Pl

Develop woodland stream’in Wm)dland Park caplunng runuff l’-rum park and flowing -

into Greerv Lakf. Also to mcludL biofiltration design.

Work with Marshall school administrators and parc.nt groups to c,stablish or o.xpand
wildlife habltat on school grounds .
‘Meridian and NE 56th Stren.t Pocket I’ark & Corndor [mprovummt .

Duw.lop Parks Dept. prop&.rty at NE 60th street and I-5 as a mini park for
habitat pea patLh

NE 56th Struet & st Ave NE I’uclu.t l’ark

Sce the aLcumpanymg KIS #3 Erthance the E umrurmrentu! Health of the Green Lake
Cenumuntty narrative for a complete listing of recommendations.
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KEY INTEGRATED STRATEGY #4
Improve Transportation Moblhty &

Safety in Residential Areas

BACKGROUND _ : -

Results of a mail survey conducted by Green Lake 2020 in the
spring of 1997, which was sent to all residents in the planning
area (with a 10% response rate), identified a number of transpor-
tation-related concerns. The highest rated was traffic congestion,
with 61% reporting it as a “serious problem” (rated 4 or 5 on a
scale of 1 to'5): Other concerns in order of importance were:
pedestrian safety (59%), bicycle safety (53%), cut-through traffic
(529%0), speedlng (519%), parking availability (41 %) and Iarge truck
traffic (3 1 %).

In response to this survey, the theme for the Green Lake transpor-
tation system, as developed through this piannmg process, is to
develop a strategy that addresses the community’s traffic conges-
tion problems, enhances pedestrian and bicycle safety and circuia-
tion, encourages alternative modes of transportation, while main-
taining community character. To these ends, the Green Lake
2020's transportation consultant has developed a Strategic Trans-
portation Plan. Portions of this study have been mc!uded through-
out thls sectlon for background :

Several gmdmg principles direct the goals. policies and recommen-
_dations for improving transportation mobility and safety in resi-
dential areas, they are: ' . -

* Guiding Principles

* Green Lake as a commumty where people who live, work, and
visit have safe and convenient access via a wide variety of travel
modes including, but not fimited to, the automobile.

* Green Lake as a neighborhood where people can feel safe walk-
ing and riding their bikes.

» Green Lake as a place where activities are convemently and safel
accessible to people with physical d:sablhtres

GoALS, POLICIES AND RECOMMENDATIONS

‘The transportation issues and recommendations in this key inte-

grated strategy are grouped according to specific traffic issues such
as traffic and congestion, pedestrian safety etc. Thus each set of
goals, policies and recommendations are introduced by a narrative
explaining the background for this particular issue and followed
by the proposed sofutrons '

TRAFFIC Concesnou AND SAFETY

On any given sunny afternoon, Greem Lake's streets are saturated
with cars. The nelghborhood boasts one of the most visited parks
in Washington State, Green Lake Park, with more than two milfion
users per year (Seattle Department of Parks and Recreation,
1986), attracting cars from all comers of the city — and beyond.
This additional traffic exacerbates traffic-related problems com-
monly found in urban areas of Puget Sound — congestion, con-
flicts with pedestrians and bicyclists, and parking shortages. -
Traffic models developed by the City of Seattle show that most
roadway sections along Green Lake Way N and Green Lake Drive
N currently operate at or over capacity during peak hours. This.~
condition is expected to deteriorate further by the year 2010.
Winona Avenue N also operates over capacity.

Congestion is anticipated to increase on other arterials as well,
The absence of a programmatic plan to optimize traffic control
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_and management systems, and effectwely manage curb space
- (parking') use has resulted in undesirable traffic congestion in

~ some areas, partlcularly on access routes Ieadlng to Green Lake
: 'Park :

R Traffic analysis conducted by the City of Seattle as part of its
Comprehensive Plan study indicated that roadways within the

" Green Lake Residential Urban Village, all of which are classified as
minor arterials - except Woodlawn Avenué from N 65th Street to -

1st Avenue NE - will operate at acceptable levels of service.
Woodlawn Avenue is a collector arterial and is expected to oper-
ate under capacity by 2010. East Green Lake Drive N from
Sunnyside Avenue N to NE 71st Street is the only minor artertal
W|th|n the urban w]Iage expected to operate at capauty

Traffic along East Green Lake Drive N~

| GOAL 1 - Enhanced auto access that does not srgnn‘l-

cantly encourage additional traffic, particularly in resi- -

dential areas -

1.1 Seek to lmpiement des:gn changes for improving the flow |
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of traffic and to mrmmrze conqestton at problem areas

. 'Conduct a,st_u_'dy to eva]uate deslgn changes lncluding' the use

~ of a traffic roundabout, bicycle lanes, chanelization and
pedestrian refuge islands. Install the most beneficial im-
provements for traffic flow, pedestrian, and bicycle safety. -
Traffic roundabouts should not be installed if they are found
to srgniﬂcantiy detract from pedestrian safety ’

_ a) The five-way intersection of NE Ravenna Boulevard and E B

Green lake Drive N ' S

b) The five- way |ntersectlon of N SOth Street: and Green Lake
Way - _ . o

. Work with SEATRANS to assess and |mp!ement rmprove—
‘ments for traffic flow at the intersections of: '
a) Aurora Avenue N and Winona Avenue N;
b) the intersection ofWest Green Lake Way and East Green
Lake Way: :
“¢) Wallingford Avenue N and N 85th Street.
‘This study would evaluate possible design changes such as -
signal phasing, bicycle lanes, chanelization and pedestrian.
“refuge islands. The desired outcome of this study is to identify
and implement the most beneficial capital improvements to
improve traffic flow, and pedestrian and bicycle safety..

Conduct a transportation study for the Aurora Avenue N
transportation corridor to examine options for i improving
general traffic flow, transit speed and reliability, and
pedestrian safety and accessibility. Thls study is strongly
recommended



CUT-THROUGH TRAFFIC, SPEEDING, AND LARGE TRUCKS
The peaceful, secluded home on a quiet residential lane is under
increasing assault. Congestion on main arterials causes many
drivers to take short-cuts onto neighborhood streets. Many drive
beyond the 25 mph limit usually found on local roads. thereby
creating a safety hazard. Noise from cut-through traffic also
concerns many residents. Cut-through traffic is of particular con-
cern along the numerous east-west residential streets between
Phinney Ridge and Aurora Avenue North, residential collector
streets within the northeast comer neighborhood northeast of the
Lake between |-5 and E. Green Lake Drive N, and along West
Green Lake Drive near the Bathhouse Theatre. Truck traffic is of
particular concern because it generates significant noise and ex- -
haust fumes. The goals, policies and recommendations for these
specific issues are as follows: : :

‘GoAL 2 - Reduced traffic impacts on residential areas

2.1 Promote traffic calming on residential streets by installing
traffic circles, chicanes and speed humps. ‘

Traffic crossing through residential areas, with its safety noise and
health-related impacts, raises a great deal of concern in the com-
munity. This plan calls for promoting traffic ca!mlng on residential
streets by installing traffic circles, chicanes and speed humps.  This
can be done through the existing process with special emphasis on
areas that have been identified as having cut- through traffic prob-
lems. These areas are listed below and identified on the accompa-
nying map. Recommendations pertaining to speaﬂc streets have

" not been made since this is entails an additional process for select-
“ing particular trafﬁc calming dewces

* Priority emphasis for traffic calming on streets with cut
through traffic problems include:

a} N 59th Street

b) N 68th Street

¢) N 73rd Street

d) W. Green Lake Dr. N
e} KeenWay N
f) Stroud Ave. N

g N 77th Street

2.2 Promote traffrc mltlgatlon on several recommended arte-
rial streets.

* Build landscaped medians down the mlddle of Linden Ave,
N and Green Lake Drive N.

* Install street improvements to enhance the pedestrian quality
and promote traffic calming along N 56th street including
widened sidewalks, pedestrian bulbs, benches, and land-
scaped medians. :

* Consider convertlng N 50th Street and Fast Green Lake Way,
to three lanes to provide pedestrian refuge and facilitate left-
turns, while still a!lowmg for considerable traffic flow.

2.3 Reduce parking Jmpact on the residential ne.'ghborhoods
by non-residents. Visitors to the Lake and commercial areas
reduce parking available to residents, thus the following
recommendations: :

* Study the need and possibility for residential parking zones
to limit parking by non-residents.

2.4 Strive to alleviate | ma;or congestion bottlenecks.

2.5 Encourage no major mcreases in vehicle capac:ty (l e road
w:denmg, new hlghways) i
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BICYCLE SAFETY AND ACCESS

- Bikes are an increasingly common sight on Green Lake streets

Many residents bicycle for recreation, for short errands and to get

‘to work. The Park attracts additional cyclists from surroundtng

- -areas.- However, as bicycling increases, 50 do the confhcts w:th
cars (and pedestrians, too) :

A system of on-street bike Ianes begins at Green Lake, extends
‘around the eastern half of the Lake, and funnels down Ravenna
Boulevard towards the University District and the Burke-Gilman
Trail. On-street bike lanes do not extend around the western half
- of the Lake. The portion of Green Lake Drive N between Stroud -
Avenue and Winona Avenue N, where the current lanes end, is a-
hlgh accrdent Iocatlon :

- Btke Ianes are found on the small trail running inside Green Lake
" Park: However, this trail only allows travel in one direction
 (couinter-clackwise), and is often crowded W|th joggers, walkers,

‘pets and kids. It is not a good facility for experlenced cycllsts An

~ important bike trip corridor extends south to Fremont and con-

- nects with the Burke-Gilman Trail, and therroposed Westlake Trail

into Downtown Seattle. Another regional trail is proposed to the

“north on the old Interurban right-of-way.  As of now, SpECIa| bike
faalmes a55|st connectlons to both locatlons

- Over the years, the City has installed an im;pressive quantity of |
bike racks around the Green Lake communtty Unfortunate!y bike
parking in the Park itself is less plentiful. :

The folEowmg goals. pollues and recommendatlons propose solutions
for these issues and problems that the bicyclists confronts. These
recommendations strive to not only create safer passage by bike
but also improve the climate for biking, hopefully having the
effect of increasing, bicycle use and decreasing travel by car.

| Gb’AL 3 - Enhanced bicy'clist' :sa't_fe'ty

3.1 Improve bicycle safety and access for internal and re-
" gional circulation, transportation and recreation. Install new
~ bike lanes and bike improvements.

Improving bicycie safety and access is important for mterna! and ..
regional circulation, transportation and recreation. Several blcycle
improvements have been recommended to continue to make this
area bicycle-friendly. One of the -broadest ideas is the creation of

the "Woodland Greenway.” This new bike and pedestrian trail

would connect from South Green Lake at the amphitheater south

‘to the Burke- Gllman Trail at N 34th Street. Additional connections
- would include using the Woodland Park bridges to access Phinney ~
" Ridge at the-rose garden. and Linden Avenue N and Fremont
: Avenue N reachmg north to the’ lnterurban Trall

* Improve the vehicle detector on the east leg of N Green Lake
- Drive at Aurora Ave. N so |t can detect bicycles.

. Strlpe b[cycle Ianes along Winona Ave. and Llnden Ave
~“around the west side of the lake :

» Provide a separated bicycle trail along Linden Avenue as it -
-crosses under Aurora Avenue near the old Aqua Theatre.

» Install additional bike racks around the lake. Priority loca-
tions are on Park property at the north end of the lake near
the wading pool. on the northeast end of the lake across
from Latona Ave. N and on the south side of the lake to the
east of the Pitch and Put.

» Reconfigure the perimeter of Green Lake Park to include
separated bicycle and pedestrian/jogging lanes with im-
proved pedestrian crossings



3.2 Support the development of the “Woodland Greenway”
bicycle/pedestrian corridor to link Green Lake with Fremont
and the Burke-Gilman Trail,

* Develop a bicycle/pedestrian connection between south
Green Lake at the amphitheater to the Burke- Gilman Trail at
N 34th St.

* Develop additional connections using the Woodland Park

- bridges to Phinney Ridge at the Rose Garden and via Linden
Ave. N and Fremont Ave. N to develop a connection to the
north and the Interurban Tra,il.

3.3 Promote cycling for short to medlum srzed tnps and com-
mutes to work : :

Looking West on' N 71t St.

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY AND ACCESS | |
Lots of people walk around the Green Lake community. Many factors

contribute to this, including an extensive sidewalk network, short

distances to many destinations and the presence of Green Lake Park.
Therefore, pedestrian safety is of paramount importance, especral!y
for vulnerable populations like children, the elderly, and the disabled.
Promoting walking is also beneficial because it reduces car trips for
short errands and fauiltates using pub!rc tran5|t

Heavy traffic volumes make it difficult for pedestrians to safely
cross busy arterials. Particularly difficult to cross is Green Lake -
Way N and Creen Lake Drive N to and from the Park. Very few
crossing points are controlled with signals or stop signs. Although
drivers are legally required to yield at crossing points, most do
not. Some would-be pedestrians are intimidated by these hazard-
ous conditions. so they use their cars to dnve a few blocks

Aurora Avenue N is another pedestrian barrier. " At five lanes and -
over 40,000 trips per day it is the busiest arterial in the area.

“South of Winona, it offers few places to‘cross to and from the

Park. Further north, srgnahzed crossings come every two or three
blocks, but turning traffic still poses dangers to walkers. Another
barrier is I-5. The freeway effectively divided Green Lake from its
neighbor, Roosevelt, when built in the 1960s. The remaining
roadways crossing under the freeway are noisy, dark and dirty.

Existing crosswalk from Resr‘dénﬁa)' Urban
Village to Green Lake Park
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GoAL 4 —Improved Ped_es't(ien Safety, Access and Enjoyment

Installing improvements which help pedestrians cross busy streets

~ at selected locations is the main focus of this objective. Improve-
mients iriclude installing curb bulbs, pedestrlan refuge islands, -
pedestrian-activated flashing light signais and pedestrian-activated
half-street traffic signals. They also include special paving materials at
crossing locations and reduced wait times. Specific areas for these -
improvements are located on the associated map titled, Improve

- Transportation and Mobility and Safety in Residential Areas, Key
[ntegrated Strategy #4, Map A Pedestrlan Improvements '

improwng pedestnan safety for persons wath disabilities is of
major interest. Wheelchair ramps and other handicapped im-

pravements which ensure mobility for disabled persons have been

recommended and located. These includé a policy statement that
a‘curb cut should be placed at every corner around Green Lake
Park so that wheelchair users have the same choice as foot traffic
to cross the Lake at all legal crossmgs : S

4.1 Instah‘ lmprovements to help pedeSfrians cross busy streets -

at selected locatlons, with part:cular focus for persons with
disabilities. R

* There are many wheel chair ramps between Green Lake Drive N
and Aurora that have problems. The curb cut placement at
Ashworth N and Green-Lake Drive N should be addressed to
the City Engineering Dept. -On NE 72nd and Green Lake Way,

wheel chair ramps should face each other and a curb cut shou!d_

“be placed on the Baskln & Robbins side.

» At Albertson’s grocery store there are two pairs of wheel chair
ramps across the street and no cuts on the Albertson'’s side.
One should be added there. Additionally. on the southwest
side of Albertson’s a curb cut is needed towards the Lake.

instaH colored and/or textured pawng matena!s at aH cross-
“ing points; -
) along Creen Lake Way N and W, Green Lake Dr. N between
Winona Ave.'N and N 78th Street; :
b) w1th|n the ReSIdentlal Urban Village.

. lnstaH pedestnan refuge lsfands and curb bulbs at key loca-

© tions. Refuge islands and curb bulbs should not be installed
. where they would unduly hinder trucks and buses on hlgh

~.use streets. : . -

- * Widen sidewalks, clean up and provide lighting at key locations:
a) widen sidewalk along south side of NE Ravenna Blvd un-
derneath -5 ' '
- b) along 65th underneath |- 5
¢) S5th Ave. bridge” '
d) NE 7Ist St and the NE 715t St. bndge

. lnstaH pedestrfan actwated crosswalks (with ﬂashing lights) at
key Iocatlons (see map and matrlx for speaﬂc locations)

. !nstall a pedestnan activated half-street s;gnal acrass N 50th
“Street at the intersection WI[h Ist Avenue NE.

4.2 Ensure whee!cha:r users have the same choice as faot
traff:c to cross to the Lake at all Iega! crossmgs '

* Install wheel chair ramps at every comer around the penmeter |
of Green Lake Park so that wheelchair users have the same
choice as foot traffic to cross the Lake at all legal crossings.

4.3 Improve pedestrian access across Aurora Ave. N and Inter-

: state - 5.

Pedestrian access across Aurora Avenue N has been an area of
great interest. - There are few opportunities to cross Aurora and,
where they exist, they are relatively unsafe. This plan calls for
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Lookmg East on NE 715t

conducting a study to evaluate a pedestrian bridge or tunnel
across Aurora Avenue to access the Park. The study should also
evaluate enhancing the existing at-grade crossmg at N 68th Street
with a refuge istand.

* Reduce the wait time at the exmtmg pedestrran crossing near
86th and across Aurora Ave. N.

* Conduct a study to evaluate a bridge or tunnel across Aurora
Ave. N, Add a pedestrian overpass over Aurora Ave. N at N
71* to allow safe pedestrian access to Green Lake, and dis-
continue the dangerous surface crossmg of SR 99.

PARKING o - S
It's tough to find a parking space, particularly around commercial
centers and the Park. Many households live in older residences
with parking for only one car, or none at-all. So, they must park
their extra cars on the street. However, residents must compete
for parking with other drivers patronizing the Park or local busi-
nesses. While the lack of parking is an annoyance to many res-
dents, it can threaten the economic survival of many businesses.
Some businesses have only a few on-street stalls fronting their
storefronts.. Most of their business must come from walk-in cus-
tomers. However, the desire to increase the supply of parking

An example of a pedestrian bridge possible over SR 99

Exrstmg bndge over Aurora Ave- N

must be weighed against the need to encourage use of transportation
altematives. Too p]entlful a supply of parking will attract additional
single-occupant car trips to the community, thereby exacerbating
other auto-related problems (congestion, pollution, etc.). Balancing
these two competing needs has been one of the most difficult
challenges in the preparatron of this transportation plan.

Ex:stmg parking structure on North s;de of Green Lake




GOAL 5 — Improved Parking Througho_ut_ the
‘Neighborhoods for Residents and Park Users

5. 1 lmprove resrdentlal parkmg avarfabrhty -

. Study the need for and possrblhty of resrdentral parkmg
... Zones to help limit parklng by non- resrdents

5.2 !mprove parkmg avallabmty in retar! areas to support. area |
businesses - _

- Narrow the restricted parking times at under-used truck -
‘loading zones to aIlow customers to park '

. Develop a strateglc parktng management plan for the |
busmess area around Green Lake : .

5.3 Balance parkmg capactty needs agamst dlscouragmg more
auto trips : :

- 5, 4 Effrcrently utilize parkrng resources through parkmg man- :
.agement and enforcement s

. Estabhsh the use of the Roosevelt Park and-Ride Iot on nights
~and weekends. Improve transit frequency from the park-
and-ride into the urban VIfIage Allow free or reduced-fare -
rides for those usung the park-and ride.
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Green Lake 2020 Neighborhood Plan .

Improve Transportation MOblllty. and Safety in Re51dent1al Areas

Key Integrated ‘ilralegy #4 ‘Map A PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENTS
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Reduce waiting time at the existing pedestrian light across
Aurora Avenue N at N 68th Street.

Conduct a study to evaluate a bridge or tunnel across -
Aurora Ave.'to access the park. Study should also
evaluate enhancing the existing at-grade crossing at N
68th Street with a refuge 1sland

24 Install curb bulbs at identified key locations

Install colored and or textured paving materials at all
crossing points along Green Lake Way/Drive between -
NE Winona & N. 78th Street and within the residential
urban village.

™ Install pedestrian refuge islands at identified key locations

: Prowdé wheelchair ramps and other handicapped
1mprovements (see list) to ensure mobility for disabled
Dersoms.

[mpmve sidewalks: w1der|, c]ean up and ensure adequate lighting

}#81!3( Install pedeshan—actwated crosswalks at key !ocahons

i

8 install pedestnan -activated half-street sugnal across N 50ih Street
at Ist Avenue NE -

Logend

Gteep Lake 1020 Boundary
Pedestran Bridgs Study
Prdettnan Fefuge Irlind
Curb Bub1

" Quicker Brdartrien Cycle/
Q*P” wved Lanp Dehgor

New Pedettrian Tralfic Sipnal
Flashing Ught Cronwalk

Clean Up Sldewalts
@nder [5)

24 Pedastrian Acsidents 7196 ’ Nt to Scate
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lmprove the vehjcle detector on the east leg of North Green Lake Drive
at Aurora Avenue so it can detect blcycles o -

Strlpe bu:ycle lanes along Winona Avenue and Linden Avenue around

" the west side of the lake,

Install'more bike racks around _the lake in key Jocations. P::inrity

" locations identified are on Park property at the north end of the lake

near the wading pool, on the northeast end of the lake across from™ . -
Latona and on the south side of the lake to the east of the Pitch and Put. )

Provide a separated bicycle trail on Linden Avenue as it crosses under
Aurora Avenue near the old Aqua Theatre. -

RLC(]I’IfIguI‘L the pu-um.tu' 0l Green Lake [’ark to include sepurated

- bicydle, and pedestrian/jogging lanes with improved pedestrian

crosstngs. Narrow Green Lake Drwc/Way to two lanes and e

* on-street parkmg, lane.

N chtnp a major Wnodland Gru.nWay umm.atmb the Burke-Gilman .-

Trail via N 34th St from South Green Lake at the amphitheater.
Connections would include using the Woodland Park bridges to -
-Phinney Ridge at-the Rose bardm and Linden Ave. N and Fr-_mont
Ave N ruaa_hmb north m thL Intuurban Trait.”
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Green Lake 2020 Neighborhood Plan
Improve Transportatlon‘Moblhty

Key Imegmtotl Strategy #4 Map C AUTOMOBILE-RELATED IMPROVEMENTS
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Recommendations

" Conduct a traffic study at the int_eréection of Wallingford Ave. N

and N 85th Stredt to evaluate ways of improving traffic flow.

Conduct a transportation study for Aurora Avenue N. This study
should examine options for improving: a) generat traffic flow,
b) transit speed and reliability and ¢} pedestrian safety and acces‘;ibiiity

Promote traffic calming on residential streets by installing traffic dircles,
chicanes, speed humps through the existing process. Place special
emphasis on areas with identified cut-through traffic problems including
N. 59th Street, N. 68th St., N. 73rd 5t., W. Green Lake Dr. N., Keen Way N,
Stroud Ave. N. and N. 77th.

Downgrade West Green Lake Drive by ’dhe Bathhouse from an arterial to

a residential street. [nstall speed humps, and a gateway treatment at
Aurora Avenue. | .

Build landscaped medians down the middle of Linden Avenue North
& Green Lake Drive" North

Conduct a study to evaluate design changes including the use of a traffic
roundaboiit, bicycle lanes, chanellization and pedestrian refuge islands.
Install the most beneficial capital improvements at the five-way intersection
at NE Ravenna B]vd and Greenlake Way that improve traffic flow, and

E pedestrian and. btcycle safety.

Conduct a traffic safety study at the mtersechon of West Green Lake Way

. and East Gréen I_.ake Way to evaluate ways of facititating northbound

left-turns.

Conduct a study to eva}uate design changes including the use of a traffic
roundabout, bicycle lanes, chanellization and pedestrian refuge islands,
Install the most beneficial capital improvements at the five-way intersection
N 50th Street and Green Lake Way that improve traffic flow, and pedestrian
and bicycle safety. |

Install N. 56th St. improvements mcludmg, wndemng of the sidewalk, street
trees, pedestnan bulbs, benches, and medians.

Convert to 3lane ar_tenals

Lemend
Grean Lake 2020 Boundary

Lanscaped Medlsn

Lelt Tarn Phasing

Traftc Catming Pricsity Asta
Intersaction Tralfic & Safety Study
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4 Green Streets, Key Pedestrian Streets and The Woodland Park Greenway

Green Sireets & Key Pedestrian Streets

A network of Green Streets and Key Pedestrian Streets have been designed to provide

an integrated system of pcdestrian—h’iend!y, tree-lined streets in the Green Lake 2020
planning area, “Green Streets” and "Key Pedeslrian Streets” refer to specific City of

Seattle policies and guidelines to improve the existing street right-of-ways for the mcreased
safety and enjoyment of pedestrian, bicyclists and transit patrons.

Green Take 2020° neiwork of Green Streets and Key Pedestsian Streets is greatly eahanced
by the rich park and boulevard system laid out by the Clmsted Brothers’ 1903
Cantprehensive Syslem of Parks and Parkway Plan. The plan uses Green Lake Park, Waodland
Park, NE Ravenna Boulevard - all ariginating from the Olmsteds’ plan - as the keystones
for this new network. The new network wili be characterized by street trees and where
possible wider sidewalks, art, additional landscaping, street furniture such as benches and
trash receplacles and evén flower baskets. Areas with the greatesl amount of pedestrian
activity such as the Restdential Urban Village and the neighborhood | L‘Ummerl:lal areas

will be targeted for these multiple improvements. - :

The Woodland Park C-reenway

The Woodland Park Greenway is proposed as a
major linear park de‘;lgned for

bike and pedestrian connections that would run
from south Green Lake tojoin

the Burke-Gilman Trail at N 34th Street.
Additional connections would be made

west toWoodland Park and north via Linden

Ave, N.and Fremont Ave. N fo develop :

alink to the Interuyban Trail, a trail route -

andconnection of ¢ Open spaces from ’ e e 5 . f

Snohemish County to Lake Union. Likethe - i A B E l;l?ﬂy iy ;

original Olmsted pilan it would link Link |<:4 T G -%‘

neighbothoods via parks and boulevards. bani & FERd: e
H . Trall 3 N i

Utilizing existing public right-of-way, the . . Q iy J l

concept strives to unite the communities { .

of Fremont, Walliigford, Green Lake, I’hmney fﬁg I

Ridge and Greenwood via bicycle . ’ ) 1’_5“ B

and pedestrian improvements. - 1} Q& GREE

Recently identified in the "Bands of Green” plan Greerway T dg 21 (1]

for Seattle’s 218t Century Park system, AL R | 14+
Woodland Greenway could bring a wash of . -
formal parkway to urbanizing : | i

neighborhoods in need, and link two of Seattle’s ™ { i ﬁ
maost cherished parks Green Lake Nalr 0 A :’_/j

and Gas Works. -

Legend
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- Key INTEGRATED STRATEGY #s S
Create a Communlty Buﬂdmg Blocks”

" Program

BACKGROUND _ :

The Green Lake communlty has ranked ‘building a stronger,
more cohesive community” high as a goal.in the Phase [ survey.
“This widely-held sentiment showed itself early through informal

“input into the planning process as Green Lake neighbors attended

meetings and workshops and dlscussed the nelghborhood s prma-
'_pa[needs : :

During the course of that on-going discussion, the point was
made: although the [ake and the park give the neighborhood an
identity, they do not give it a real sense ofisocial focus. As one
resident put it, “Green Lake is a nelghborhood with a hole at its.

center-a hole rather attractwely ftIIed WIth water-but a hole none-.

theiess

The intent of the “Community Building Blocks” program as a
' key integrating strategy is to locate and nourish the
neighborhood's social core. Specifically, it;aims to develop those
networks and connections needed to insure that all members of
“the community are aware of the neighborhood § resources, oppor-
tunities, and-issues, and are included in its activities. Essential to
the strategy are the fo[lowmg :

_ Gu:dmg Prmc:ples
= Improved physical access within the planmng area for all its users.

= Enhanced human services and helghtened commumty awareness..

of their availability. .
- Effective commumcanon among residents concermng resouirces,
events, acnvmes and issues of ne:ghborhood interest.

A “Green lake Improvement Club” was organlzed by Green
Lake residents on October 22, 1902. Slightly more than a year

later, writing in the first anniversary issue of the Green Lake News,

F N. Weyant reported that the club’s membership had-increased
from 18 to 72 members. Among the group’s first year accom-
plishments were the following; street improvements (including -
street lights), a water system, fire protection (although no fire
station yet), beautification of the school grounds, the securlng ofa
modest public I|brary branch and improved street car service (with
a reduction in delays between cars from 12 to 7 minutes).

A continuing effort had also been made “to get the shére line of

Green Lake condemned and made a park in the park system
There had been no visible results to date, but the group was -

- confident that with continued pressure applied to the proper
officials, the outcome would be favorable.

. _ _ In addition, in the -
course of the year, the group had held “one social entertainment.”

“In continuity. With the original Green Lake Improvement Club,

‘Green Lake 2020, the current neighborhood planning effort, has

identified a coordinated set of projects whose single, core purpose
is to build a stronger. more cohesive neighborhood, one at whose
centér is a hurnan face and heart. Specific initiatives need to be

- developed for particular populatlons within the neighborhood,
- especially youth and senior citizens. in addition a range of ap-
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proaches to communicating and building contact among residents |
needs to be explored from Web sites to block parties



GoALs, PoLiciEs OnD RECOMMENDATIONS

GoAL 1 - A comprehensive commumty bunldmg and out-
reach pro;ect that accounts and cares for every resident
and envisions a day when all the residents of Green Lake
feel connected to their community and neighbors and
are informed of neighborhood issues, events and ser-
vices. :

1.1 Seek out resources to provide organizational assistance to
accomphsh the goals of the comprehensive community build-
ing and outreach pro;ect :

* Develop a community communication network This could
include a community newsletter using different distribution
methods such as the internet, kiosk system, mailing list
sharing by various community organizations, or door to door
delivery by the expanded blockwatch program.

Explore ways for existing Green Lake organizations to share .
ideas, resources and to work together on common goals with
the purpose of strengthenmg each group.

[nvest!gate potential community based events and activities.
which can provide a means for neighbors to connect with
each other. These events could be small scale and commu-
nity oriented as opposed to city-wide activities which histori-
caily use Green Lake as their venue. 'Ideas from our work-
shop include pancake breakfast, street fairs, post-labor day
event ("Their Gone!”), and an expanded nlght out” pro-
gram in the neighborhood. -

Research-the opportuhity for creating an éctua] location
within the neighborhood that community groups could use

to collaborate, cooperate, share ideas and resources. This
“neighborhood office” could serve as the informational hub
of the area. The “senior center storefront” may serve this
need. '

1.2 Encourage the development of services for seniors.

* Develop a storefront senior center within the historical Green
Lake business district.
Seniors are important contributors to our community. Pro- -
viding a senior center within the residential urban village can
enhance their lives, enrich our neighborhood and ensure that
their social and human service needs are met. Much of the
excitement attendant upon this program, and a guarantee of
its success as a “Building Block,” would be the involvement |
and partial stewardship of residents of the Hearthstone
retirement community.

Develop a shuttle bus connection to the Wallingford and
Greenwood Senior Centers.

Providing transportatlon to neighboring seniors can connect
our commumty W|th ‘programs and services that are close by.

1.3 Seek to expand the Blockwatch program to include envi-
ronmental health, pubhc services mformatlon and commumty
building social activities. :

» Develop a program that builds upon the model and existing
framework of Seattle’s “Block Watch” program. It would
embody an aggressive, pro-active approach, as distinct from
the traditional “Block Watch” dynamic which is often crime-.
stimulated and re-active. We envision the block watch to be
based on both publlc safety and social services.
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1.4 Develop An Earthquake Awareness Program
An “earthquake awareness” component would be given the high-
est priority and provide the basis upon which other components
would build.. The program would involve, the collaboration of
~ existing agencies, such as the Seattle Office of Emergency Manage-
‘ment and the Federal Emergency- Management agency. and par-
~ ticipation/sponsorship by area businesses.. For instance, local
home insurers like Safeco and Pemco, or energy providers like
Puget Sound Energy and Seattle City Light, might underwrite the
manufacture of simple, single-purpose, nan-corrosive wrenches

gas meter/maln in the neighborhood
e Work with local, state and federal partners to lmplement

neighborhood-wide. workshops to cover a range of topics
from seismic retrofitting of homes to:basic safety procedures.

exercise, and grow. Currently they are often asked to compete/
share with either adults or young children. Some ideas worth -
studying are keeping the community center open later, building a
computer club program where technology skills can be learned.
looking at teen ¢lubs in other neighborhoods to see what they
offer, asking community center staff to participate more, and -
providing a cover and lights over the outdoor basketball area. The
Communlty Center has the creative staff, the parking; security, and

‘mission to serve youth. The resources need to be |dent|f|ed to
. develop the programs : '
which would be affixed by means of a Iockmg nylon strap to every

The- library is another place where teens can be served. It can

~ develop a homewaork center with resources to do research. get

tutoring, and complement their studies. Special. readmg programs .
using authors that reach the teen audience should be created. We -

~ have book clubs for elementary and- adults but-it will take extra

The strength of the program would be the face-to-face distribu-

tion of materials and the very localized assessment and catalog-
ing of hazards and resources. “Watch'; captains would caon-
~_tinue to monitor any special arcumstances or needs of .
residents within their “blocks,” coordlnate drills and be the
point person for program and resoure updates. The quick -
“elaboration and funding of this program could provide a
~ miodel of preparedness planning that could well become a
model for the entire cnty i

1.5 Support more "teen activities” at the commumty center
library, and other locations. .

Green Lake has good programs for_youth' and seniors. but we feel
that there is a need for a targeted effort to. serve our teen citizens.
The Community Center should offer late night recreation activities
such as basketball, swimming, game room activities, etc. They
could create programs such as martial arts, dance, ping pong,
crafts, pottery, weightlifting, etc. that are exclusively for teens.
Klds need a piace besides school where they can socialize, learn,

resources to impIement a successful teen program '

'We have other tocations that cou d offer a “teen Centered' pro-
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gram. The Bathhouse Theater. boat house area, secondary.
schools. and churches. Resources to develop and coordinate are
needed to complement the programs that many of these places
currently offer. We could have a rotating program where area
churches offer their facility to teens and each creates a “special
program”. There might be an arts and crafts night. a dance night.
a writing workshop. an exercise event, a computer instruction
program.-a music writing class, self-esteem programs. an environ-
mental activities club, a political action workshop so that teens will
be encouraged to get involved in the community. The need is big,
the ideas many. We just need resources and coordtnatlon help {0
bring them to Green Lake. : :



1.6 Improve social activity areas and meeting spaces.

There is a great need in the Green Lake community for a public
meeting space. Every strong neighborhood has places for commiu-
nity groups to meet, hold seminars, share ideas, and publicize
their activities. We only have one room at the library. The area'’s
public and private schools represent an under-utilized resource
that might be able to be accessed. We need to develop the orga-
nizational structure that would allow community groups to use the
school lunch rooms, auditoriums, libraries, etc. for community
use. The current barriers to using the schools should be addressed
with a plan to ease the restrictions, costs. etc. There may be
oppartunities to open up the computer labs. the classrooms, and
gyms to community use. Green Lake School, Bagley Elementary
School, Marshall, and Blanchet High School are strategically-
placed to provide space that could be used throughout the com-
munity. -

Good communities have “public spaces” outdoors for people to
meet, socialize, and connect. We really don't have a public plaza.
Youngsters and their families often meet on the playground which
has taken on this role. We need a place for seniors and adults to
sit. play cards, talk, etc. that is covered but still utdoors, The
park has its path which is very “motion” oriented and fast paced.
There are a few park benches throughout the park but maybe we
could explore an area near the Community Center that has tables
and benches that encourage folks to sit and talk. think. read, etc.
We are thinking of plaza type places you see in the Internationa!
district, near senior centers, etc. -

* Work 'with the Seattle Parks Department to locate and fund
covered areas and benches within the park for social activities.
We need a place for seniors and otheradults to sit, play
cards, talk, etc. that is covered but still outdoors. The park
has its path which is very “motion” oriented and fast paced.
There are a few park benches throughout the park but
maybe we could explore an area near the Community Center
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that has tables and benches that would encourage folks to
sit and talk, think, read, etc. We are thinking of plaza type
places you see in-the Intematlonal district, near senior cen-
ters, etc.

Strlve to get mare communlty use out of the school prOper-
ties, including Marshall, Green Lake Elementary, Bagley
E!ementaty and Blanchet H.S. '

The area’s public and private schools represent an under
utilized resource that might be able to be made available. .
We need to develop the organizational structure that would
allow community groups to use the school funch rooms,
auditoriums, libraries, etc. for community use. The current
barriers to using the schools should be addressed with a plan
to ease the restrictions, costs, etc. There may be opportuni-
ties to open up the computer labs. the classrooms, and gyms
to community use; Green Lake School, Bagley Elementary
School, Marshall, and Blanchet High School are strategically
placed to provide ¢ space that cou!d be used throughout the '
community.

John Marshall School
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